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ANA—United Nations to Share 
National Coin Week Limelight 


Association to Work With World Group 
on Publicizing Humanitarian Project 


The National Coin Week Committee of the American Numismatic Asso- 
ciation and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations have 
announced that the two groups will work together and share a common theme 
for 1969. FAO already has announced a worldwide coin issue theme based on 
food and agriculture; 1969 National Coin Week theme for ANA will be ‘‘Coins 


— Links in a Chain of Peace.”’ 


In late 1966 FAO suggested to 
world governments that a new and 
promising method of increasing pub- 
lic interest in world food and agricul- 
tural development would be to illus- 
trate this theme on future national 
coins. Since the coin plan was an- 
nounced, more than two dozen na- 
tions have announced that such coins 
will be issued by them, an additional 
sixty have the proposal under differ- 
ent stages of consideration. 

FAO felt that the problems of 
hunger and underdevelopment will 
need for their solution a concerted 
effort of international cooperation 
lasting several decades. Because of 
the enormity of the task, it is neces- 
sary to find a novel and lasting 
means of public education, in par- 
ticular for rural populations in devel- 
oping countries, and for the more 
prosperous sections of the public in 
the advanced countries. Coins fulfill 
these educational aims to an out- 
standing degree. 

The National Coin Week Commit- 
tee of the American Numismatic As- 
sociation recognized the tremendous 
part that the association could play 
in helping the world organization 
achieve its intended goal. One of the 
aims of FAO is to reach an influen- 
tial section of the population, that 
made up of coin collectors. It is felt 
that numismatics, because of its his- 
torical and monetary associations, 
attracts highly educated people, and 
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may indeed be taken as a useful 
guide to rising standards in both 
education and prosperity. National 
Coin Week will serve as the natural 
bridge between the collector and 
FAO. 

This year the National Coin Week 
Committee is composed entirely of 
members from the numismatic press. 
It is felt, by the board of governors 
of ANA, that their professional help 
and know-how will enable the ANA 
to effectively publicize coin week. 
This international cooperative en- 
deavor is one tangible result. The 
1969 committee is composed of Ed 
Neuce, news editor, Coin World; 
Chester L. Krause, publisher, Numis- 
matic News; Richard A. Hyde, pub- 
lisher, Numismatic Digest; and Lee 
Martin, advertising director, COIN- 
age. The committee is being chaired 
by Ed Rochette, public relations offi- 
cer for the ANA. 

For those planning to display coins 
and currency for National Coin 
Week, it cannot be stressed enough 
that the tradition into which the 
theme and the FAO coin plan falls 
is open-ended, both ways. On the 
one end is the long series of agricul- 
tural coins and primitive food-money 
going back to the Greek world 2,500 
years ago, on the other, the current 
FAO-inspired coins that will prob- 
ably be reissued with later dates, and 
there are so many other international 
and regional issues. U. S. coin de- 


29 


signs are limited only to the imagina- 
tion of the displayer, from the wheat 
sheaves of the copper cent to the 
various commemorative issues of the 
past half century. 

The year-long effort will culminate 
during the week of April 20th through 
the 26th, when various state and na- 
tional proclamations will name that 
week National Coin Week. The 1,000 
or more coin clubs and 25,000 indi- 
vidual collectors associated with the 
American Numismatic Association 
will be working on the common 
theme, Coins — Links in a Chain of 


ANAT’s Answer: “ANAT” 


In the December issue’s Letters- 
from-Members, page 1615, Landon 
Haynes wondered about the end ef- 
fect on numismatics as the result of 
the monthly Featuring Fakes pages, 
stating, “But I wonder if he (Virgil 
Hancock) is not throwing the baby 
out with the bath water by not com- 
menting on the probabilities . . . the 
great numbers of genuine classical 
coins . .. and the honesty of the 
large number of collectors.” 

And Mr. Haynes does have a point. 
The overwhelming majority of col- 
lectors and dealers are honest and 
sincere .. . and oft, unfortunately, 
are trustingly innocent and thus not 
informed as well as they should be 
about the characteristics of a coun- 
terfeit coin. Nor do most folks have 
the time or facilities to become so 
informed. 

But those many, many good folks 
also have a point... they’re entitled 
to hear of the facts of life, of the 
thievery being committed daily by 
the few individuals who without a 
gun Steal the collectors’ cash by sell- 
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Letters from Members 


Peace, and preparing exhibits and 
displays to promote food and agri- 
culture as seen through the study of 
coinage,. currency, medals and other 
related objects during that week. 


Plans for promoting National Coin 
Week include numismatic displays, 
publicity through newspapers, radio 
and television, and service club pro- 
grams. Details will be available very 
shortly and may be obtained from the 
National Coin Week Committee, 
ANA Headquarters, P. O. Box 2366, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901. 


ing a counterfeit coin as genuine 
(whether through intent or ignorance, 
the result is the same). 

Some dealers, and most collectors, 
would scarcely know a Croesus gold 
stater from a shredded wheat biscuit, 
and understandably they shy away 
from any purchase of same. 

However, in Austin, Texas, on the 
night of September 20, wandering 
through the exhibit room, I overheard 
a lad trying to sell a tetradrachma of 
Attica and a Croesus silver stater to 
an exhibitor who only recently had 
started to collect ‘‘ancients.” Butting 
in, I picked up the coins and prompt- 
ly queered the deal by explaining 
that the two pieces were cast coun- 
terfeits from Mexico, similar to those 
shown in the October ’68 The Numis- 
matist, page 1312. The would-be 
seller admitted the pieces came from 
Mexico, but denied knowing they 
were fakes. Should I have kept my 
big mouth shut? 

That was but one instance. In the 
past three years nearly 2,000 kindred 
instances have come to my attention. 
How many thousands of counterfeits 
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National Coin Week — 1969 


Many New Avenues Open 
For Collector Interest 


Long before this issue of The Numismatist goes to press, coin clubs and 
interested collectors throughout the world will have received instructions and 
detailed data on participation for National Coin Week—1969. The April 20 
through 26 observance will be the most ambitious undertaking to date for it 
involves not only the concentrated efforts of the entire numismatic fraternity 


but the active cooperation of the United Nations, as well. 


The theme for 1969 is — ‘Coins — 
Links in a Chain of Peace.” The Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
of the United Nations will work with 
ANA in promoting this theme. In 
late 1966, FAO suggested to world 
governments that a new and promis- 
ing method of increasing public in- 
terest in world food and agriculture 
development would be to illustrate 
this theme on future national coins. 
Close to one hundred nations have 
the idea under consideration and 
some two dozen have already an- 
nounced that such coins will be 
issued by them. 

Participation in National Coin Week, 
with displays by competing clubs 
and individuals need not be limited 
to displays of these new coins alone. 
The field is limited only by the imag- 
ination. A list of potential ideas has 
been presented in the February issue 
of Club Bulletin, in fact the entire 
issue is dedicated to participation in 
National Coin Week. If you are not 
on the mailing list to receive Club 
Bulletin, please write to the home 
and headquarters requesting that 
particular copy or have your name 
placed on the mailing list to receive 
all future issues. 

A few of the suggestions that will 


* 
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be found in Club Bulletin will be the 
correlation of money with food and 
agriculture. For example, many mon- 
etary terms have been derived from 
agriculture: —drachma (Greek) means 
handful of grain; rupee (Sanskrit) 
—cattle; pecuniary (Latin) — cattle. 
There are many, many denominations 
and terms that can be used. Odd and 
curious collectors will have a field 
day with the National Coin Week 
theme because countless primitive 
monies were in the form of food or 
food products. The token collector 
can turn to the various checks issued 
by canneries, packing houses, restau- 
rants, etc. United States coins, more 
than one realizes, carry designs and 
legends that can be correlated to the 
theme. Legends from the coins of 
other countries are limitless. 

National Coin Week — 1969 should 
be the most exciting ever experienced. 
We feel that it will open many new 
avenues of collecting interests and 
present this hobby in proper per- 
spective to the general public. Far 
too many non-collectors and novices, 
too, see numismatics only as a “‘get- 
rich” quick gimmick. Numismatics 
can serve humanity, there can be 
true meaning to ‘‘Coins— Links in the 
Chain of Peace.” 

* 


In the early days of the United States there was considerable suspicion 


connected with the issue of paper money. The substitution of paper money 
for the previous metal was admitted to have the substantial advantage of 
being cheaper. A famous banker of the time, Gallatin, remarked that bank 
notes were “cheaper to those who issue them, but to those who receive them 
they come just as dear as gold or silver.’’— The Numismatist, March, 1941. 
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Chase Manhattan Display 


Sparks Juniors Imagination 


For the efumor 


Juniors living in Detroit, New York, 
Colorado Springs, and a few other 
cities have a distinct advantage over 
the young collectors in the rest of 
the country. In these few cities can 
be found money museums to whet 
the appetite of any numismatist. 

The Chase Manhattan Money Mu- 
seum, 1254 Avenue of the Americas 
at Rockefeller Center, New York 
City, brought toys and coins together 
for a Christmas window exhibit. The 
unusual display appealed to both the 
old and young and served as a re- 
minder that numismatic displays 
need only be limited by the imagina- 
tion of the collector. 

Entitled, “A Child’s Christmas On 
Coins,” the exhibit takes its theme 
from the interesting fact that since 
the 7th century, B.C., when the 
Greeks struck a silver coin bearing 
the image of a turtle, nations through- 
out the world, like toymakers, have 
drawn on the animal kingdom and 
the various forms of transportation 
as subjects for their coinage. 
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Christmas toys and their counterparts in the 
coin world were assembled for a recent display 
called “A Child’s Christmas on Coins.” 

Shown here are just a few of the toys that 
were on exhibit. You will find some of the cor- 
responding coins shown below. 


The llama may be a strange animal to many 
North American youngsters, but to their neigh- 
bors to tae soutn, it's as common as a horse. 
This is a 1937 Bolivian 10-centavos piece. 
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Most kids know kangaroos come from Aus- 
tralia, but in case there’s any doubt, this Aus- 
tralian penny should be good evidence. 
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Theme Promotes 
Food and Peace 


Correlating money and agriculture 
is the idea behind the 1969 Coin 
Week theme —‘‘Coins—Links in a 
Chain of Peace.” 

This theme comes from the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
of the United Na- 
tions, which in 
late 1966 suggest- 
ed to the govern- 
ments of the 
world that a 
promising method 
for increasing 
public interest in 
world food and 
Links in a Chain agricultural devel- 

of Peace” opment would be 


to illustrate this 
National Coin Week idea on future na- 


April 20-26 1969 tional coins. 


FAO felt that efforts for peace and 
international cooperation were nec- 
essary for elimination of hunger and 
underdevelopment. They saw coins 
as an educational medium for alert- 
ing the public, especially in pros- 
perous nations, to this need. 

The ANA decided to join in FAO’s 
efforts by using this same theme for 
the 1969 National Coin Week, after 
recognizing the tremendous part they 
could play in helping FAO achieve 
its goal. 

Participants in the April 20-26 coin 
week will find a wide range for their 
imaginations and creative talents 
within the theme. An historical out- 
look could study the linkage of food 
and money through primitive money 
derived from food and agriculture or 
through monetary terms originating 
in agriculture. Examples of each 
follow: 


” Coins - - 
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Specific Ideas Suggested 
For National Coin Week 


PRIMITIVE MONEY DERIVED 
FROM FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE 


Ceylon — Stylized fishhooks 

China — Hides, silk, sorghum, rice, 
tea coupons 

Egypt — Barley 

Ethiopia — Rock salt, pepper 

Greece — Cattle 

Iceland — Dried fish 

India — Oxen 

Indonesia — Brick tea 

Iran — Mutton, wine, bitter almonds 

Italy — Cattle 

Korea, Philippines — Rice 

Mexico, Nicaragua — Cocoa beans 

Newfoundland — Dried cod 

Thailand — Att (weight in silver of 
12 grains of rice) 

Virginia, USA — Tobacco bales 

West Africa — Gold fish weights 

West Indies — Sugar, rum 


MONETARY TERMS FROM 
AGRICULTURE 


Carat — Greek — Carob bean 

Drachma — Greek — Handful (of 
grain) 

Padan — Sanskrit — Bitter almonds 

Pecuniary — Latin — Cattle 

Rupee/rupiah — Sanskrit — Cattle 


Other ideas can be devised from 
food connected historical coins, to- 
kens and their legends. Possibilities 
are limitless, for example, the double 
connection of the Egyptian coins de- 
picting cotton and wheat, products 
which are known as the ‘‘white gold 
of Egypt.” 

For those tending to the more mod- 
ern, the theme could be approached 
through the recent FAO inspired 
coins, dealing with either peace or 
agriculture, like the following: 


PEACE THEMES 
Congo — Justice Peace Work 


Honduras — Peace Progress Liberty 
Jamaica — Out of many one people 
Malawi — Unity and Freedom 
Paraguay — Peace and Justice 
Rwanda — Liberty Cooperation 
Progress 
Trinidad and Tobago — Together we 
aspire Together we achieve 
‘United Kingdom — By the industry of 
its people the State flourishes 
United States — Peace 


The following agricultural texts 
have been added to coins: 


Bolivia — War on Hunger 
Sudan — Let us work together to- 
wards providing food for all 
Vietnam — World campaign against 

hunger 


FAO announced that the main in- 
ternational occasions for release of 
new coins will be the following: the 
FAO Regional Conferences in 1968 
and 1970; the 15th session of the 
FAO Conference in November 1969: 
20th Human Rights Day on Dec. 10, 
1968; the Second World Food Con- 
gress; and the FAO anniversary 
dates of Oct: 16, 1968, 1969 and 1970. 


They also reported that there will 
be many national occasions for its 
issue, either dates to commemorate 
in themselves or dates for which to 
time coin releases. They said that 
these may take the form of major 
national agricultural events, includ- 
ing the introduction of agrarian re- 
form, such as a Bolivian coin in 1952; 
work on a major irrigation scheme, 
as the UAR coins in 1960 and 1964; 
the completion or other important 
stage of a large FAO/UN project; the 
holding of a major agricultural or 
development fair, as another UAR 
coin in 1958; the introduction of a 
new crop or the promotion of an 
existing one, as the Japanese rice 
coins of 1949 and 1959; the celebra- 
tion of national farmers day; anni- 
versaries such as the centenary of a 
major discovery in food and agricul- 
tural science, or of the birth or death 
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of the scientist; the centenary of the 
securing of important rights by the 
agricultural population such as the 
Uruguay gaucho commemorative of 
1961. 


Promotion of food and agriculture 
as seen through the study of coinage, 
currency, medals and related objects 
during National Coin Week will in- 
clude exhibits, participation scrap- 
books, club programs and publicity 
through newspapers, radio and tele- 
vision. 


Numusmatic Fortunes 


PISCES 
February 19-March 20 


Though often the “dreamer,” 
Pisces has a sense of oneness with 
numismatics that enables him to 
complete series and enjoy a wide 
variety of interests. His sense of 
humor, combined with unusual 
sensitivity, demonstrate them- 
selves in a charm that few can 
resist. 


One of a series of twelve Zodiac 
tokens produced by the Osborne 
Coinage Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, for. 
numismatic and specialty advertis- 
ing distributors. 26mm in diame- 
ter, it is made in both aluminum 
and goldine. 
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NOMINATORS 


1. Bellaire Coin Club Num. Society 13. Phoenix Coin Club) 

2. Orange County Coin Club 8. Washington Numismatic 14. Arizona Exonumist Society 
3. San Bernardino Cnty. C. C. Scty. 15. Austin Texas Coin Club 

4. Red Rose Coin Club 9. Columbus Numismatic Scty. 16. Oswego County Numis. Assn. 
5. Birmingham Bloomfield C. C. 10. Mundelein Coin Club 17. The Sphinx Society 

6. Rochester Numismatic Asso. 11. Tidewater Coin Club, Inc. 18. Toronto Coin Club 

7. Greater Mansfield Phil. & 12. Arizona State Numis. Assn. 

National Coin W eek 


There's Still Time to Participate 


A few weeks is all that’s left before National Coin Week, April 20-26, but 
there’s still time for clubs to work on a numismatic-promoting project. 


Response has been tremendous 
thus far, the best ever, according to 
Edward Rochette, NCW committee 
chairman. In addition to the 1200 
information forms originally sent to 
ANA member clubs, over 100 indi- 
viduals and members have sent in re- 
quests for general information. The 
headquarters has sent out 1400 re- 
ports, guidelines and proclamation 
forms and about 2500 display cards. 


Many participants have indicated 
on their orders that it will be their 
first time in NCW competition, while 
others have said that their involve- 
ment in NCW is becoming a tradition 
to their club. Public displays seem to 
be the most common concern for get- 
ting public interest, but other group 
and individual activity will include 
talks to schools and non-numismatic 
groups, donation of numismatic 
books to libraries, schools and 
homes, and radio, T.V. and news- 
paper publicity. Judging from the 
calendar of events, quite a few clubs 
plan coin shows or exhibits to coin- 


cide with NCW to attract greater at- 
tention. 


National Coin Week 1969 is unique 
in joining the ANA and a non-numis- 
matic organization in its purpose for 
the first time. 

Besides promoting numismatics, 
the theme, “Coins — Links in a Chain 
of Peace,” carries the message of 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion of the United Nations (FAO) — 
that international efforts in peace are 
necessary for a solution to the world 
hunger and underdevelopment prob- 
lems. FAO had asked nations to use 
this idea on future national coin 
issues. 

Collectors will be using coins with 
food themes or history for their 
NCW displays; in this way, the as- 
sociation is helping FAO achieve its 
goal of educating the public to 
world needs. 

The February ANA Club Bulletin 
and The Numismatist, March, 1969, 
both contain detailed information on 
possibilities for NCW participation. 
So get busy! 


More Enduring Than Marble.— The old coins reckoned for money are 


more enduring than marble, and more accurate than the ancient monuments; 
for they were struck by authority of the magistrates after mature deliberation, 
so that all things diligently laid out upon them were perspicuous and clear, 
that they should not contain anything obscure or doubtful. For all that, they 
are sometimes esteemed less than ancient monuments. Two coins struck ex- 
actly alike rarely occur, and nothing was stamped upon them without a 
purpose. — American Journal of Numismatics, April, 1878. 
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Governor and Mrs. 
John Jay Pittman look 
at display case holding 
more than $1 billion. 


President Arthur Sipe. 
signs receipt for BEP 
display delivered to| 
ANA museum. 


~ 


Mrs. Wm. C. Hender- 


‘son, wife of the ANA 


treasurer; Governor Vir- 
ginia Culver, and Mrs. 
Sipe, wife of the ANA 
president, admire Bill 
Henderson’s Coloradiana 
display in the museum. 


James A. Conlon, di- 
rector of BEP, shows 
President Sipe a nego- 
tiable $500 million 
Treasury bond. 


With all the money 
floating around, it was 
time to pay the annual 
$1 rent to Colorado 
College for land use. 
The 1969 rent was do- 
nated by Governor 
Charles Johnson, left; 
President Sipe and 
President Lloyd Worner, 
right, accepts for CC. 


